TIPS AND TOOLS

test sieve brush

by Rebekah Myars and Tim Barg

A simple, smort update to an old tocthbrush makes an ergonomic and perfecthy sized brush for getting

cboze matenal throuch o test siewve,

Fe-purpesing howsehald iters inthe studio is a great way ta give
a seoand life to objects that hawve exhausted their original e, We
always have a stash of used toothbrushes in the studio that are great
for cleaning tikes after grauting, adding texture to sculptures, and
scrubbing hard-to-clean spats. Wie discoversd another rowvel use for
an ald toothbrush that malkess tedious wark: roare efficient.

Achieving the Perfect Surface
Whike warking on a recent project, we found oursslves searching for
the st elusive of things—the pefec suface. Far this propc we
wyens sing a light-oolored enoobe and glaze axmbination. Inander
to achieve a unifermankr throughout the piscs, wewanted to make
surethat any little bits in the glaze orengobe that weren 't sufficient by
crushed during ball millingwers sievedout of the mistunss. Although
commencial engabes and glazes are wery reliable, we have found
that sometimes thers are chunls that need to be passed thmugh a
siewe or just remmened entirsly inarder to avod discalaration in the
final surface

Wiz methodically sisved the engobes and glazes, one arat atine,
intoonequart mixing cantainers that the Talsrmantest sieve we on
sits in nicely. We found it difficult to find an efficent way to mowve
rnaterial through the sieve because it has such a narmw opening.
Dften we wauld just swirl aur fingers around and wse aur fingertips
o press the material through the face of the mesh. This was a sk
process and ultirmately ked to sore hands, We also tried mewing the
rnaterial around with a rubber rib, but again, because the siswe
apening is = small this wasnt really feasible.

Wiz thought a brush might weark forthis task, and then realized we
had rrany old toothbrushes stockpiled. We tried to 52 toothbrsh
inthesieve, but foundwe just cauldn find a good angle at whichthe
brush oantacted the mesh. Then we thaught about the funcionality
of the lange Talismman sigwe and howe its three brushes sit flat against
the screen. After sorme aarsideration, we quickh and asiby rodified
the toothbrish sa that it had the perect angle for pushing material
through the siewe.

In arder to make this toal for your avwn studio, you will need a
teathbrush, cutting pliers, a drill and drill bit, quick-setting epogy
such & are minute) or cyarmacrylate (CA) glue (super glue), a pair
of lacking pliers, coarse sandpaper, and safety glasses (13, First, cut
off the head of thetoothbrush (2). Keep thecut close ta the bristles
and at the narmwest point of the handle Ratate the toeothbrsh
wrhile you squeezs the cutting plies incrermentall: araund this part
of the handle until you have cut all the way through Gaternatiesly,
you cauld use a small hand saw ar matary cutting toal to make this
cut). Lsing coarse sandpaper, shape and soften the sharp cut end
af the brush head and handle.

Mect, on the backof thetoothbrush head, mark aspeot inthe middle
whiene v will drill a shallewy hole about the diarmeater of thecut end
of the toothbrush handle, Whils holding the head of the taothbrsh
ina pairaf boking plers, drill the bale carsfully, being sure not to
dnll all the way thraugh the plastic head (it is akay to reveal the back
of the bristles where they are glued into the brush) (3.

Afteryau havedrilled the bale testtheplacement of the teothbrsh
handle far fit and adjust the depth and sizeof the hale as necsssany.

1 Took neaded to rma ke test sieve brush. 2 Use ¢ utting pliers 4o |:emcm=-_ the toothbruzh head from the handle 3 Hol the toothbrush bead with loc king

pliers, then dnll a zhallow hale in the back of the removed toothbrush head.
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Usirg your test sieve, experiment with the argle at which you will glue the hardle to the
brush head to discover the most ergoromic ard wseful placarent. Mix up the epoxy or
use the CA glue and permarently affix the handkeinto the drilled shallow ho'e in the back
of the toothbrush head (4); you will need to hold it steady while it sets (S). Allow the glue
to fully cure before use. This brush rot only works incredibly well for stirring glaze through
the test-sized sieve (6), but # isalso equally good for scrubbing the hard-to-clean groovein

the sieve where the mesh attaches to the plastic (7). This simple yet effective new tool for
yourstudio aomfortably s peeds up the time-crsuming tasks that accompany mixing glaze

tests ard racorstituting dried-out glazes, while keeping one rriore item out of the landfill.

the author Rebekah Myars and Tim Berg are a studio art co¥aborative based in Caremont,

Calibroia. Ther studoistiing epwith vsad toothbrushes, plastic vtensls, and feod containers
waiting for ther chance at & useful sacond life. To (earn  more,
wwaw myersbargstudios .com.

4 Attach the hand}z into the drilled hole using
epexy orCA gluz, 5 Hold the handle in plce

while the gluesets. 6 Completed brushin wse in
steve with ghae. 7 Complzted brush in groeve of
stewe without glaze. Aff photos: e Myers,
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